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Address,

I would like to cordially welcome you all here in Berlin.  In particular I would like to welcome the participants from countries other than Germany.  

I will make every effort to speak slowly enough in order for the sign language interpreters to follow and I will try to use simple language.

Today I am representing Ursula von der Leyen, the Federal Minister for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth.  She sends her warm regards and would like to wish you much success for this conference.

Like you, we are hoping that at the end of this conference you can say that we have taken concrete steps towards better networking of disabled women in Europe.  

Address,

The city of Berlin has had a long tradition on the rights of women.

About a hundred years ago, Berlin was the starting point of a movement that has been continuing worldwide up to now.

Women's battle for the right to vote and for political participation.

Representatives of women's organisations have got together here in Berlin, together with many other courageous and determined women.  They have decided to fight for women's rights worldwide.

At that time, the battle for equality of women was unthinkable without the involvement of women's organisations and women's networks.  It is still very much the same today.  It remains important that women join together to achieve their rights.  This is true even though in our policies on equality today, we rely on the inclusion of men as our partners and recipients.

Berlin is one of the "Homes of the women's movement".  For this reason, Berlin is a very appropriate place to initiate a European network of disabled women.  

Disabled women in Europe can learn from one another.

We can say that disability legislation in Germany is good in comparison.  It explicitly considers the issues concerning disabled women.

In Sweden, however, the conditions relating to assistance are particularly good.

The formation of a network is important in order for women to share information and to represent their interests.

The Federal Ministry for Family Affairs is supporting you in this.  One of the ways in which it is supporting you is that it is funding this conference.

This conference is the mean contribution of the Federal government in the European Year of Equal Opportunities for All for the better participation of disabled women 

The living conditions of disabled women in Europe are as varied as the living conditions of non-disabled women.  There is not one type of disabled woman.  However, there are commonalities which are pronounced to different degrees in an individual.  Disabled women are often doubly disadvantaged, both as women and as disabled people.  This applies to all of Europe.

There are many issues which concern all disabled women throughout Europe:

More than 70% of women with disabilities in Europe have experiences sexualised violence.

Almost everywhere in Europe there is a lack of support structures for these women as many centres such as women's refuges and advice centres are not accessible to them.

The Federal government is aware of this problem.  It has decided to introduce a
"2nd action plan of the Federal government for the fight against violence experienced by women".

This 2nd action plan will have a clear focus on the fight against violence experienced by disabled women.

In order to implement this project, one of the things we are planning is a project for the introduction of women's representatives in institutions for disabled people.

Furthermore, we will commission an extensive scientific study on the extent of violence against disabled women in Germany.

Disabled women all over Europe are affected by poverty and disadvantages in the area of employment.  The rate of employment of disabled women is only about 25%.  For this reason, the level of poverty is very high within this group.  Disabled women, like non-disabled women, are affected both by unemployment and poverty to a higher degree than disabled men.  Together we must try to achieve some improvements in this area.

I would like to address two other issues which I am sure concern all of you.  The question of assistance and the problems in the area of healthcare provision for disabled women.

Not everywhere in Europe do disabled women have a legal entitlement to personal assistance.  In particular, disabled women in some eastern European countries urgently need such paid assistance.

There is a lack of accessible doctor’s surgeries in almost all of the European countries.

We know now that women often react differently to medication than men do.  We also know that certain illnesses can affect women and men in different ways.  However, many doctors lack the knowledge of the effects of some illnesses on disabled women and how they can best be treated.  Much research is still necessary in this area!

In order for the situation of disabled women to change in all European countries and for their living and working conditions to improve, we need effective binding European frameworks.  Disabled women need to be involved in the development of these frameworks, according to the motto of the European Year of Disabled People, "nothing about us without us".  For this to happen there needs to be a contact point on the European level!

Address,

On 30th March of this year, the UN Convention on the rights of disabled people was signed in New York.  The Federal government has been working very trustfully and closely with the interest groups of disabled people, particularly with those of disabled women.  Together we have achieved the inclusion of an independent powerful article on disabled women in the UN Convention.  We have achieved the consideration of the issues concerning disabled men and disabled women in many other articles.  

In my opinion, this joint success is the best proof for cooperation being really worth it – the cooperation among disabled women and the cooperation among your networks and the governments. This applies for Germany as well as for Europe!
In this spirit:
Good speed and good luck!
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