DISABLED PEOPLES’ INTERNATIONAL[image: image1.jpg]



Beijing + ten - Position Paper on Women with Disabilities

There are at least 300 million disabled women living in all the countries of the world. 82% of these live in the developing world. Disabled women and girls are much marginalized and mostly invisible to policy makers. Disabled women and girls are subject to massive human rights violations without regard to their age, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, class and religious or other status. We no longer accept to be objects of violence and discrimination and we insist on the respect and the protection of our human rights.

We recognize the stated commitment of the United Nations to the provision of human rights of people with disabilities. We recognize its Commitment to Eliminate Discrimination against Women and further recognize its recent work to develop a Convention on the Rights and Dignity of People with Disabilities. 

Representing women with disabilities in 135 countries, Disabled Peoples’ International demand that the unique of women and girls with disabilities be recognized in all relevant official documents from this forum.. We strongly recommend addressing the unique issues of disabled women and girls in all the 12 critical areas of concern with particular emphasis on:

· education and training which is not priority in many countries for disabled girls and women. We need inclusive systems without barriers, ensuring the necessary special support.

· violence: disabled women and girls are more often subject to various types of violence and particular sexual violence than non-disabled women and girls. We need effective programs and legal measures to combat all types of violence.

· motherhood and sexuality: they are often denied to women and girls with disabilities. Discriminating laws especially with regard to selective abortion and sterilization must be abolished.

· healthcare:  women with disabilities have no access to healthcare facilities, services and information, in particular access to maternal and gynecological care.

· HIV/AIDS: women and girls with disabilities are more vulnerable to be transmitted HIV/AIDS. Special measures and programs are needed to protect disabled girls and women.

· poverty: disabled women and girls are more likely to live in poverty and are almost 100%  excluded from the working force in developing countries. We call on UN Family Organizations, in particular the World Bank in their poverty alleviation strategies, the ILO in their work “the right to decent work”, UNESCO in their goal of “Education for All”. Each of these organizations must ensure their work includes women and girls with disabilities.

· Human Rights: all the above points are violations of human rights standards as all humans are guaranteed under the international human rights treaties. We thus strongly call the governments to reaffirm the entire scope of Human Rights of women and girls with disabilities, including the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in order to achieve the internationally  agreed development goals as well as those contained in the millennium declaration. We call on development agencies to ensure that their work reach women and girls with disabilities.  We call on women’s organizations to include in their work the needs of girls and women with disabilities.
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